TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
COUNCIL MEETmG HELD FEBRUARY 19, 2019

CALL TO ORDER
At 7:00 p.m. the Mayor called the meeting to order.

The Township Clerk stated that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by posting the same on
the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the Courier News and Star Ledger at least fortyeight hours prior to this meeting, all in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

ROLL CALL
The following Council members were present:
Mr. Bavoso

Mr. Couto

Mrs. Kingsley (via SKYPE)
Mr. Medeiros
Mrs. Poage
Mr. Yellin
Mayor Devanney
Also present were:

Township Attorney: Kraig Dowd
Township Adminisb-ator: Liza Viana

Township Clerk: Ana Minkoff

FLAG SALUTE
Mayor Devanney asked everyone present to stand for the Flag Salute.

CONFERENCE SESSION
Promotion - William Fettes - Sergeant
Chief DiPasquale spoke about Detective William Fettes, his accomplishments, and the process in
selecting a Sergeant.

Mayor Devanney administered the Oath of Office to William Fettes.
Mast Construction Update
Mr. Edmunds and Mr. Chait of Mast Construction spoke about and presented a slide show on the progress
of the new municipal complex. There was a brief discussion between Council members and Mr.
Edmunds about the worksite, the progress and the project.
Peppertown Park
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Ms. Vicendese and Mr. Mustacchi spoke on behalf of the Peppertown Park Committee. They were

requesting Council support for the Art for the Park event that they would like to hold on May 11 . They
described the event and answered Council questions. Council gave their support.

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS
Mr. Yellin reported on the following topics:
• Communications Committee

• Senior Citizens Club
Mr. Yellin read a statement. (A copy of this statement is attached to the permanent minutes.)

Mrs. Poage reported on the following topics:
• Junior League of Summit
• Planning Board
Mrs. Poage read a statement. (A copy of this statement is attached to the permanent minutes.)

Mr. IVIedeiros reported on the following topics:

• Budget Meeting
• Board of Education
• Environmental Commission

• VFW Pasta Night
Mr. Medeiros spoke about the resolution added to the agenda.

Mrs. Kingsley reported on the following topics:

• Smart Cities Challenge
Mrs. Kingsley spoke to the resolution added to the agenda.

Mr. Couto reported on the following topics:

• VFW
• Warren Redevelopment Project

Mr. Bavoso reported on the following topics:
• Communications Committee
Mr. Bavoso questioned Mr. Yellin and Mr. Dowd to understand Mr. Yellin's position on the conflict of
interest issue and how the Council should proceed. A lengthy discussion on the topic followed among
Council, Mayor and Mr. Dowd.
Mr. Bavoso closed explaining that the resolution on the agenda is for an independent, non-connected
point of view so the governing body can move forward with the confidence of the town.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
JVIayor Devanney discussed the following topics:
• Salt Dome Shared Service

• Budget
• Lunar New Year Event

• Library
• Recycling Task Force

• Diversity Council
Mayor Devanney read a statement. (A copy of this statement is attached to the permanent minutes.)

IVIs. Viana provided updates from the following departments:
• Public Works
• Construction

• Engineering
• Wastewater Treatment
• Recreation
• Zoning
Ms. Viana also provided status updates on the redevelopment projects.

Approval of Township Council and Administration Reports
Mover: Mrs. Poage
Seconder: Mr. Yellin
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

Result: Approved

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE
Public Hearing and Final Adoption of Ordinance Introduced On February 5, 2019:
The Clerk presented and read:

"An Ordinance of the Township of Berkeley Heights, County of Union,
State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Acceptance of the Dedication of an
Extension of the Street Known as Wardle Avenue in the Township of
Berkeley Heights. "
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT: This Ordinance authorizes and accepts the dedication of
an extension of the street known as Wardle Avenue in the Township of Berkeley Heights.

Opening of the Public Hearing on Ordinance as read by the Township Clerk
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
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Seconder: Mr. Couto

Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None
No voices were heard.

Closing of the Public Hearing on Ordinance as read by the Township Clerk
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
Seconder: Mr. Couto
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None

Abstain: None
Absent: None
Adoption on final passage of Ordinance as read by the Township Clerk and hearing held hereon and

direction of the Township Clerk to advertise same in the Courier News
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
Seconder: Mr. Yellin
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

Result: Adopted

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY
Opening of the Hearing on Agenda Items Only
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
Seconder: Mrs. Poage
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

Mr. Sincaglia of 22 Robbins Avenue asked about the position ofCFO. He asked about the terms of the
position including salaiy and benefits. Mayor Devanney and Mr. Dowd responded to his questions. Mr.
Sincaglia suggested that going forward the resolutions for new appointments include the salary. Mayor
Devanney agreed.
Mr. Sincaglia asked Mr. Medeiros about his comments regarding setting a process for adding items to the
agenda. Mr. Medeiros and Mr. Yellin responded.
Mr. Foregger of 14 Dorset Road asked about the process for getting an item added to the agenda. Mr.
Medeiros responded and there was a brief discussion on the topic.
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Mr. Foregger referenced Agenda item #6 and asked if the Council plans to vote on that tonight. Mayor
Devanney responded. Mr. Foregger asked if there is a certificate of funds availability for this. Ms. Viana
responded.
Mr. Foregger asked if there is a local ethics board that could be used in this case. Mr. Medeiros
responded.
Mr. Foregger noted that he does not support a traffic light at Locust Ave.

Ms. Illis of 102 Twin Falls Road spoke about Agenda item #6 and expressed her objection to the
expenditure, comparing it to legal fees incurred in Nov 2018.

Mr. Mustacchi of 174 Princeton Avenue recommended that the salary for the CFO be added to the
resolution tonight. There was a brief discussion with Mr. Dowd about if and how that could be done.
Ms. Kaufman of 57 Holly Glen Lane asked Mrs. Kingsley if Mr. Yellin agrees to recuse himself from

items involving the County and leaves the handling of the Shared Services for DPW Director to the
discretion of the Council, do we need to have an attorney rule on it. Mrs. Kingsley responded and a
discussion followed between Ms. Kaufman, Council and Mr. Dowd.

Mr. Maciejewski of 40 Ralph Place asked if the Shared Service Agreement has already been signed and
Mayor Devanney said that it had. Mr. Maciejewski asked if we had to get out of that, how that would
work. Mayor Devanney and Mr. Dowd responded.

Mr. Hall of 52 Bristol Court commented that as long as the CFO salary is within the salary range he
believes that it does not need to be voted on.
Mr. Hall noted that he is a member of the Planning Board. He explained the procedure for adopting the
Master Plan. There was a discussion clarifying the process and timeline.
Mr. Medeiros asked Mr. Dowd about Mr. Hall's comments on the salaiy and there was a brief discussion
on the topic.
Mr. Mustacchi addressed the conflict of interest issue and expressed his support for the resolution noting

that while they may find there is a conflict, it is just as likely that they find that there is no conflict. He
added that the later would allow Mr. Yellin to vote on future items with the County. Mr. Yellin
responded. Mr. Dowd asked Mr. Yellin to refrain from responding since he is the subject of the issue.

Mr. Shiah of 2 Treetop Court expressed his view of the resolution in Agenda item #6. He asked Council
to do what they need to do tonight to get beyond this issue and move on to the good business of the town.

Ms. Imbalzano of 215 Killarney Drive spoke in support of the Shared Service Agreement for the DPW
and in support of Joe Graziano.

Natalie Chen of 6 Deep Dale Drive expressed her frustration with the discussions of the conflict of
interest issue. She shared her support for the governing body in the last few months and asked Council to

work together for the benefit of Berkeley Heights.
Julie Lloyd of 52 Deep Dale Drive referenced the resolution for a Recycling Task Force and asked why a
task force as opposed to a committee and why it couldn't fall under the Environmental Commission.
Mayor Devanney responded.
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Ms. Blecker of 366 River Bend Road shared her views in opposition to the resolution in Agenda item #6.
Mr. Sincaglia asked about the traffic study that was referenced in the Administration and Council reports
and asked what they hope to get from the study. Mayor explained that since the study is not an agenda

item his question would have to be held until the Citizens Hearing. Ms. Viana added that she will get the
information he was requesting.
Mr. Ronner of 49 Debbie Place asked about the ability to re-vote on the Shared Services Agreement and

if that negates the need for the resolution in Agenda item #6. A lengthy discussion followed about the
procedure and what is and is not able to be done.
Mr. Foregger referenced the Shared Service Agreement and asked about who could initiate a motion to
reconsider the vote. A brief discussion followed with the Mr. Dowd.
Ms. Ambrose of 75 Maple Avenue questioned Mr. Bavoso about the firm ofParker McCay and whether
or not there was a conflict of interest with them. Mr. Bavoso responded to her questions.
Mr. Scorzafava of 356 Timber Drive responded to the question ofParker McCay having a conflict of
interest in the matter. He explained the process followed in a conflict of interest case based on his
experience.

Ms. Chen asked about the process used to select Parker McCay, specifically if there was an

RFP/RFQ/RFI. Council responded.
Mr. Birbrower of 103 Briarwood Drive voiced his opinion on the conflict of interest, proposing that there
is no such thing as an independent Counsel. He concluded asking Council to release the opinions made
by Mr. Dowd in the matter.
Ms. Cassidy of 120 Lorraine Drive voiced her appreciation of Mr. Yellin for recusing himself.

Closing of the Hearing on Agenda Items Only
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
Seconder: Mrs. Kingsley
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution approving Bill List dated February 19, 2019 in the amount of $276,595.72.
Mrs. Poage questioned the charge from McElroy for $7,045.50 noting that she didn't have enough
information to vote on it. There was a discussion on the process and options for how to address this.
Council agreed to move forward with the Bill List, subject to getting more information on this

particular bill.
Approval of Resolution, Subject to More Information on the McElroy invoice for $7,045.50
Mover: Mr. Couto
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Seconder: Mr. Medeiros
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

Result: Approved

2. Resolution appointing Eugenia Poulos to the position of Township Chief Financial Officer/
Treasurer for a term of four (4) years, to commence as of February 20, 2019.

Approval of Resolution
Mover: Mrs. Poage
Seconder: Mr. Couto
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None

Abstain: None
Absent: None

Result: Approved

3. Resolution consenting to the application for a $2,000.00 grant through the Sustainable Jersey

Small Grants Program in support of the Berkeley Heights Vegan Fest 2019.
Approval of Resolution
Mover: Mr. Couto
Seconder: Mr. Yellin
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None

Abstain: None
Absent: None

Result: Approved

4. Resolution consenting to the Mayor's Special Task Force on Recycling, which will research and
explore with other communities cost saving measures that ensure the viability and cost
effectiveness of the Township recycling program.
Mr. Bavoso asked about the resolution noting that since this is an issue in other towns, maybe the
County can be involved in a solution. Mayor Devanney agreed and they discussed the purpose of
the task force and the variety of options.

Approval of Resolution
Mover: Mr. Medeiros
Seconder:

Mrs. Poage

Ayes:

Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin

Nays:

None

Abstain:

None
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Absent: None

Result: Approved

CONSENT AGENDA
All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be
enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired,
that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
5. Consent Agenda Resolutions (a-b)
a. Resolution consenting to the release of a cash bond in the amount of $5,330.00 for work
performed at 310 Snyder Avenue.
b. Resolution consenting to the release of a cash bond in the amount of $700.00 for work

performed at 82 Richland Drive.
Approval of Consent Agenda Resolutions #5 a-b
Mover: Mr. Yellin
Seconder: Mr. Couto
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None
Result: Approved

6. Resolution authorizing an Agreement for a potential conflict of interest with John Gillespie,
Esq., with the firm ofParker McCay in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.
Mr. YeJlm left the room.
Mr. Bavoso moved the resolution, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley.
Mr. Medeiros asked for clarification on the resolution. Mrs. Kingsley explained the resolution and
its intent. There was a brief discussion with Council and Ms. Viana. Council discussed tabling the
resolution.

Approval to Table the Resolution
Mover: Mrs. Kingsley
Seconder: Mr. Couto
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros and Mrs. Poage
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Mr. Yellin

Result: Approved (resolution tabled)
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Mr. Couto left the room.

CITIZENS HEARING
Opening of the Citizens Hearing
Mover: Mrs. Poage
Seconder: Mr. Bavoso
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Medeiros and Mrs. Poage
Nays: None

Abstain: None
Absent: Mr. Couto and Mr. Yellin
Mr. Yellin and Mr. Couto returned to the room.

Mr. Sincaglia restated his question from the Hearing on Agenda Items Only asking what the town hopes
to gain from the traffic study related to the Warren Redevelopment project. Ms. Viana responded.

Mr. Sincaglia expressed his frustration with the impact of these types of projects on a community like
Berkeley Heights. Mr. Bavosos responded and a discussion followed with Council on what leverage they
hope to gain from a traffic study.
Mr. Sincaglia noted that with reference to the salary resolution discussed previously, he would like to see
the amount listed, even if not part of the resolution, just as information.

Ms. Illis asked about the Communication Committee report looking for the details of the new website
rollout. Mr. Bavoso responded.

Ms. Illis asked about the process for resident feedback on the Master Plan. Mrs. Kingsley responded
explaining the process. Ms. Illis asked if the version being reviewed can be posted on the website or
made available to residents. There was a discussion with Mayor and Council about doing so and whether
or not this version is a public document.
Mr. Maciejewski commented on the Master Plan resident feedback noting that he didn't believe there was
as much feedback as the document warranted.
Mr. Maciejewski referenced the committee meetings and asked if there is a move to open these up to the
public again. Mayor Devanney and Mr. Medeiros responded. Mr. Maciejewski expressed his preference
for having those meetings opened up to the public. There was a discussion with Council on the topic.
Mr. Scorzafava spoke about the conflict of interest issue commenting that Council should have some
foresight to avoid these issues going forward. He shared his appreciation for Mr. Yellin's recusal but
noted that he wished it had come sooner. He noted his concern about the potential for conflict of interest
with Mr. Dowd.
Mr. Scorzafava spoke to Mr. Medeiros about running a stop sign and speeding. Mr. Medeiros responded.
Mr. Foregger pointed out that in regards to the conflict of interest case, the Matula case took 18 months to
resolve.

Mr. Foregger spoke about the Master Plan and solicitation of resident comments. He suggested that
Council post the plan and allow residents to submit comments online.
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Closing of the Citizens Hearing
Mover: Mr. Yellin
Seconder: Mr. Couto
Ayes: Mr. Bavoso, Mr. Couto, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. M;edeiros, Mrs. Poage and Mr. Yellin
Nays: None
Abstain: None
Absent: None

ADJOURNMENT
Moved by Mr. Yellin to adjourn and all were in favor.

(10:11 p.m.)

Approved: June 12,2019
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Township Clerk

10

Salt Dome:
As an update, Sean is contacting the County's CFO to
finalize some of her questions. Once that occurs, I

recommend the Mayor and Council look at options of what
financial structure may work best with the current

operating budget and/or future debt issues. Our first
budget hearing begins on Monday, February 25th. I look
forward to working with my colleagues on the 2019 budget
and finalizing the salt dome financial agreement with the
County.

Murray Hill Chinese School:
I attended the final Lunar New Year event at Watchung

Hill High School. Thank you to Natalie & Angus Chen for
attending with me as well.
Library Board:
Good discussions on branding and marketing for the
library moving forward. I suggested that the Library Board
work with the Communications Committee for assistance,
as needed. One issue raised concerns about the utilities,
and we are working on resolving the matter.

Recycling Task Force:
We have a resolution on the agenda tonight creating this
special committee to explore options to help ease our
budget line item. As per our discuss last meeting, I
circulated it to members of Council.

CFCh
Welcome our new CFO, Eugenia Poulos. We are very eager
for her to get started so we can tackle the 2019 budget.

Diversity Council:
I am excited about the first annual event to celebrate Black
History Month to be held this Sunday, February 24th from
2-4 PM at the Berkeley Heights Recreation Center. I will
miss the event due to a family commitment. We are in the

process of preparing a Proclamation on behalf of the
Mayor and Council to be read at the event.

STEPHEN:
Stephen, I applaud your selflessness to voluntarily recuse
yourself from any future votes related to Union County.

When Stephen discussed his intension to recuse himself in
the hopes of putting the issue behind him, I requested that
all work by the DiFrancesco Bateman firm stop in the
interest of our taxpayers.

I now hope that we can ALL find a way to work together
for the betterment of the Township and move forward.
When we were transitioning, it was important to hit the
ground running. This meant ensuring that our
professional services, township volunteer committees and
departments were ready to handle any matter on day
ONE— January 1st. Our DPW Shared Service has helped to
make great strides in a previously distressed department. I
am truly proud of our progress. I am grateful you place the
Township above all, Stephen.

I remember a conversation with a former Councilwoman. I
once asked her why she drove you home most Council

meetings after you would often stand at the podium and
ask the Council tough questions. Her reply, "because he is

a good 'kid? and cares deeply about the town." I think that
says it all.

Thank you Stephen for taking the initiative to put an end to the distraction that is impacting the
residents of Berkeley Heights. I commend you for taking the high road.
I would like to live in a world where I can always take the high road. But facts matter and silence
can often be viewed as agreement or compliance.
The last few council meetings, some of my colleagues up here have emphatically expressed
concern with regard to Stephen voting on a shared service agreement with Union County.
The three council members concerned with Stephen's alleged conflict of interest, which was
deemed not a conflict by the township attorney, had no problems voting on issues as recently as
December on matters of the Little Flower Church which included Mrs. Kingsley's vote; she is a
parishioner. These council members also had no trouble approving bills with payments to
township attorney Joe Sordillo in dealing with the township of Warren, where his father was
mayor as recently as October.

It's also interesting that all of a sudden, council members can put a resolution on the agenda yet
when I proposed one last year, I was told by then-Mayor Woodruff that wasn't how our form of
government worked.

I would like to talk about Purple for a minute. Unlike the headline in the latest letter to the editor:
"Purple is the new blue" It is clear there is not a true understanding what purple means. Purple
means people in the township working together, no matter where they lie in the partisan world.
Purple is a vision.
I have watched Mayor Devarmey embrace purple as she had members of both parties on the
transition team and has assigned committee positions to both sides of the political line in
Berkeley Heights.

I always say to my students: there are 4 choices in life. You can be a bully, a victim, a bystander
or an up stander. I choose to stand up to the actions and maneuvers that are preventing us from
doing what we ran to do: Make Berkeley Heights the best it can be. I stand up today to say:

Stephen has given us an opportunity to push the reset button and provide a catalyst for us all to
work together with our volunteers for our township so we can get down to the business of
helping residents, fixing infrastructure, and implementing actions that will save the township
money. I have heard Stephen say many times, "There is not democratic or republican way to fix
a pothole." I am hopeful we can join together, roll up our collective sleeves and get to work
making a difference in Berkeley Heights and putting township resident needs first and foremost.
Councilwoman Susan Poage

February 19th Council Meeting Statement

As Prepared for Delivery
I wish to speak tonight about the controversy regarding my vote for the
shared service agreement with Union County that enabled us to hire
Joe Graziano as our Acting Director of Public Works - and, specifically,
whether or not I had a legal conflict of interest in voting for that
agreement.

Let me be absolutely clear: I stand by my belief, as stated at our last
meeting, that my vote was proper and correct. My position as an

employee in Union County has not, does not/ and will not affect the
decisions I make as an elected official. That is what I swore an oath to
do on January 1st. Those who know me well, know that this was, is, and

will always be the case - that I will put the interests of Berkeley Heights
before any personal, political, or professional obligations.

It is because of that firm commitment to the interests of Berkeley
Heights that I have listened carefully to the views of my colleagues on
the governing body, and to many residents in our community, as to
whether I should recuse myself on votes involving agreements with my
current employer. Union County. While most agree with and support
my decision/ others have not. The latter include 3 of my colleagues on
the Township Council and their supporters. This disagreement has
festered into discord, infighting, and a growing inability to work
constructively on other issues.

Town government is not meant to be a mediocre soap opera, with
stormy performances onstage and behind the scenes. As a teenager, I

witnessed first-hand how our town's image was damaged by 4 years of
open acrimony among Council members. We cannot let the cruel
nickname, "Bickering Heights", be used to define our town once again. I

refuse to accept that any of us were elected to inflict that kind of
damage.

It is clear, however, that 3 of my colleagues do not agree with me. This
is why a last-minute resolution has been proposed by Council Member
Kingsley, calling on us to spend $3,000 of taxpayer money to hire an
outside attorney and investigate whether the judgment of our
Township Attorney was correct in declaring me legally able to have
voted on that resolution. For the record, I have no doubts as to Mr.

Dowcfs judgment and capabilities as our Township Attorney, including
on this issue.

What makes this resolution clever, is that it mentions me by name - a
parliamentary trick that prevents me from legally voting on it. Since
Mayor Devanney can only vote in case of a tie, this resolution would
then pass on a party-line vote, 3 to 2. That means our tax dollars

yours and mine - will be used to create an outcome that could easily
result in a lawsuit - wasting more tax dollars, more time, more focus,

instead of our Township being able to focus on making progress on all
the areas our residents care about.

No amount of emails, phone calls, speeches at meetings, or opinions by

other lawyers, are going to change anyone's mind, meaning this fight
would inevitably end up in court. The legal battles over who was
allowed to vote on the "swap" agreement with Church of the Little
Flower lasted for years. Nobody will "win" that kind of fight/ and
Berkeley Heights will be the loser.

One of the reasons I ran for Council was to ensure our residents could

trust their elected officials to be acting in their best interest, and not to
protect themselves or their friends. If even the appearance of a conflict
of interest could jeopardize that trust, and cost taxpayers money in the
bargain/ then that is an outcome I must take steps to avoid, even

though I know the appearance does not match the reality.

I have concluded that, for the sake of our town's ability to move
forward, I have to put an end to the controversy. Accordingly, I have
decided that I will recuse myself on any future votes involving
agreements with the County of Union as long as I am employed there.
Since my actions make the resolution proposed by Council member
Kingsley a moot point, I call on my colleagues to vote to withdraw this
resolution tonight and save the taxpayers $3,000. That money can be
spent on much, much better things to help our community.

I also hope that, in light of the disastrous consequences that would
happen to our town if the shared service agreement were to be voided
and Mr. Graziano were to be fired - including raising taxes to make up
for the roughly $100,000 the taxpayers are saving by his serving here my colleagues will vote to maintain the current agreement and enabled
our DPW to remain under stable and capable leadership. We cannot
put politics ahead of what is best for Berkeley Heights.

My decision was not an easy one to make, but it is the right one. I have
chosen to put our community before personal or political
considerations -just as I was elected to do. I call upon my colleagues to
join me in seeking to move forward together, working for progress and
positive change in Berkeley Heights, so that we can achieve the goal I
spoke of when I took office on January 1st - to build a town we can all
be proud to call our own.

