Downtown Beautification Committee
Meeting Minutes
April 23, 2020

Attending: Christin Babic, Gail Nelson, Kimberly Garcia, Jeanne Kingsley

Meeting called to order: 7:36 pm

· The DBC played a large role in initiating and then collecting information from downtown business on their status and service offerings in March. Jeanne spearheaded the partnership with the Communications Committee on this initiative along with Christin and Gail. 
· The Committee discussed the challenges of the Fill-a-Basket program given the current stressors on the local businesses that usually fund this initiative. Christin suggested that neighborhood associations are a potential source of funding and the Committee agreed to explore this. 
· The Committee discussed the Adopt-a-Sign program and agreed that that program was viable and should go forward. 
· The Committee discussed several approaches to Restaurant Week, including shifting the focus to take-out and setting up tents downtown to allow for socially distanced but still festive take-out gatherings. The Committee agreed to defer this conversation to next month as it’s not the right time to approach businesses for their input. 
· DBC merchandise including 1809 signs are still being sold at Berkeley Hardware but other in-person sales venues are not available at this time. 
· Manny had forwarded information about Somerville’s Downtown Bingo initiative and the Committee decided to model a similar program in Berkeley Heights and launch it rapidly. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
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