Downtown Beautification Committee
Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2020

Attending: Jeanne Kingsley, Manny Couto, Christin Babic, Andrea Ippolito
Kimberly Garcia
 
Meeting called to order at 7:39 pm

· Fill-a-Basket update: Jeanne and Christin reported that the baskets sold out very quickly and all sponsors, but one sponsor have paid already. TapInto published our press release this week. We have six sponsors already linked up to sponsor the filling of the baskets for fall/winter. 
· Welcome signs: Most signs have been addressed but a few sponsors have not cleaned the signs or installed plantings yet. We will send a reminder and if needed, will re-assign some signs to other volunteers. 
· Restaurant Week planning: Given the pandemic, we will be figuring out ways to make this event work for both restaurants and patrons. DBC members will survey owners to ascertain their interest in several different potential formats developed during this meeting. Timing will be tight as by this point in the year, we’ve already gotten most of the commitments from Restaurant Owners and are working on promotional materials, and on advertising and PR support. 
· While DBC has reviewed a couple of outdoor role in reviewing outdoor dining plans for partial opening on June 15, we’ve been told we can stop that process as we’re not part of the Review Committee in the final ordinance. DBC has reiterated its willingness to help businesses with the application process. 
· Development update: Jeanne and other DBC members provided comments on 462 Springfield Avenue which is proposing to add a coffee roastery and upgrade the building. The gluten-free bakery has bought the former Palm Cleaners and is moving to Berkeley Heights, so there will be plans to review soon. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:11 pm


· 2020 Remaining Meetings 

· 10/15
· 11/12
· 12/10
