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Berkeley Heights Newsletter
November 2020

Welcome to the November edition of the Berkeley Heights Newsletter. The Berkeley Heights
Communications Committee provides residents with an easy way to skim through and read about what’s you need to
know about, especially during COVID-19. Please forward to friends and encourage them to sign up so they don't miss
out on new news. Watch for it in your inbox (sign up here). Comments? Suggestions? Please send them to:
BHCommunications@bhtwp.com.
Follow Township News on Social: Facebook @BerkeleyHeightsCommunicationsCommittee AND
@BerkeleyHeightsTwpNJ, Instagram @BerkeleyHeightsgov, and Twitter @BHnjGov

Newsletter Summary - What You'll Find Below:
Important Town Business
Senior Corner

Committee Updates
Community Updates
State of NJ

Township Business
Reopening BH
School Closing: Full remote instruction began at Governor Livingston High School (GL) on Monday, Nov. 9, after seven
students tested positive for COVID-19. Read more on TapInto. As a result of the community spread, report of cases at GL and lack
of reporting positive cases directly to our Health Officer, Mayor Devanney suspended all organized sports for all Township
residents until November 19th.
Contract Tracing: Berkeley Heights and other towns cannot get their numbers under control if people do not cooperate with

contact tracers. For COVID-19, the ability to scale our contact tracing
capability is absolutely crucial to break the chain of transmission, slow
community spread and restart the economy. Contact tracing is a longstanding process; if you're getting called, it's because you tested positive for
COVID-19 or may have come into close contact with someone who has.
Contact tracing goes hand in hand with testing. It is part of the process of
supporting patients with suspected or confirmed infection. Here's how it
works.
Our Berkeley Heights Health Officer can be contacted at:
(908) 518-5620.
Contact tracers will reach out via phone, text message, or letters
dropped off at your door. Contact tracers will provide their name, agency, and a phone numberIf you have any doubts
about the legitimacy of your conversation with a contact tracer, you may hang up and call your local health department.
You should also feel free to request the name and ID of anyone who calls.
To ensure you have the care you need and the support to keep you and your family safe, you may be asked:
To confirm your date of birth, address, or other basic information.
Discuss any symptoms you may have had, whether you were hospitalized, or any underlying health conditions that
might put you at greater risk.
Details about your living situation so you can be informed on how to safely self-isolate or self-quarantine.
If you are uninsured, so we can give you additional information about free testing and care.
You may also be asked about your job to determine if you are a health care worker or essential worker and therefore
must comply with additional safety requirements.
If you tested positive for COVID-19:
A contact tracer will work with you to identify your close contacts - anyone you spent 15 minutes or more with over
a 24-hour period and were within 6 feet of while you were infectious (2 days before onset of symptoms to 10 days
after).
If you don't have symptoms, we'll ask about your activity during the two days before your diagnosis.
We will also ask for the phone numbers of anyone you tell us about, so they can be called and cared for.
What a Contact Tracer Will NOT Ask...
A contact tracer will never ask for your social security number
A contact tracer will never ask for confidential financial information like your bank or credit card number.
A contact tracer will never ask about your immigration status and ICE will not be notified about your location.
The information you share will not be used for the purposes of law enforcement or immigration enforcement in any
way.
The information you share will not negatively affect your public charge assessment or be used to deny access to
health care or any other essential service.
Your cell phone is never tracked, a GPS location is not followed, and geolocation data is not collected or used.
If someone is requesting personal information covered above, it is likely a scam. You can report these calls online to
the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs or by calling 973-504-6240.
Your information is confidential. Neither your name or your COVID status will not be released to your contacts, or
your COVID-19 status; that information will only be known to public health officials and our local health
departments.
Get the App: Download New Jersey's FREE COVID Alert NJ exposure notification app. Help protect yourself and

your family while ensuring your privacy.
Extending outdoor dining: Township Council voted to extend outdoor seating in restaurants through the winter. There are

certain winter-related requirements that they must adhere to, including
where heating sources can be placed, how canopies must be able to handle a
certain “snow load” (weight) etc…We are committed to ensuring our
restaurants can continue to safely serve customers outside, as well as limited
indoor service, through the winter months as desired.

Municipal Complex
Find all municipal complex updates, including weekly videos,
here. The township administrator is filming her own weekly short video
highlights of progress. Be sure to look for those videos in TAPinto Berkeley
Heights every weekend.

Redevelopment Updates
All planned redevelopment projects are continuing to move forward. The
PILOT money from several of these projects is dedicated to help pay off the
debt for our new municipal complex, so we need to keep these projects
moving. Click here for detailed information about all of the redevelopment
projects and status updates.

Planned Roads Projects
Updates on planned road projects include:
The drainage and paving work around Plainfield Avenue and Lincoln and Washington streets began Nov. 3. Project
includes pavement mill and overlay, spot pavement reconstruction, select curb installation, handicap ramp replacement as
needed, roadway stripping, driveway apron repairs as needed, drainage structure retrofitting, including the installation of
new drainage infrastructure, and right-of-way restoration.
Preconstruction meeting for Cottage Street will be this Thursday, Nov. 13.
All American Asphalt had a preconstruction meeting this week for the road projects to begin involving Ferndale, Hastings,
Greenbriar and Fawn Place.
Paving of the commuter parking lot should begin in the next two weeks.

We will also soon be putting together our preliminary schedule for paving for the nest 3 years, based on current
road conditions

Monthly Electronics & Styrofoam #6 Recycling on Dec 5!
Reminder that electronics recycling is the first Saturday of every month at from 9am-12noon in the library parking lot on
Roosevelt Avenue, across from the Fire Department. You can also drop off your #6 polystyrene foam. Please wear a mask and do
not get out of your vehicle; our DPW workers will take the items out of your car.

Fall Leaf Cleanup
Fall leaf pickup is here! Please see schedule and pickup guidelines here to
ensure your bags are picked up. Each section gets picked up twice, please
check Township website and follow the Township FB page for details on how
to bag and place your bags to ensure they get picked up.

Park Bathrooms
The bathrooms at lower Columbia are now closed until Spring.
Unfortunately, people are trashing the bathrooms, breaking the toilets or other fixtures, or otherwise disrespecting the property.
The situation escalated in recent weeks, leaving the Township no choice but to close them. The bathrooms at Snyder will remain
open. However, we encourage ALL parents to talk with their kids about helping us take care of these facilities; no one should be

throwing trash anywhere except in the trash cans which are readily available at our parks, tossing soap dispensers or other liquids
around the facilities, or otherwise defacing or disrespecting these properties. Likewise, used PPE such as face masks should not
be left on the fields; they should be thrown out if they are disposable. Empty water bottles or similar items should be placed in the
many recycling bins at the fields, and not just left on the turf or grass for someone else to pick up.

CARES Money
We anticipate purchasing items such as:
A 6-month supply of PPE
Tents for our Recreation Department to extend their outdoor programming, particularly for our most vulnerable
populations.
Hand sanitizing stations, signage and related accessories for the new municipal complex to encourage visitors to maintain
proper social distancing, wear masks, and sanitize frequently.
A decontamination wash station for equipment at our Rescue Squad; these volunteers are often the ones responding to
COVID-related calls and transporting potential COVID patients
First responder suits, masks and related gear
Plexiglass for some of our open, resident-facing interior windows in the new municipal complex

Senior Corner

Township News on TV - Comcast 34/Verison 47 - Tune In!
We're on TV!
COVID-19 has been a difficult time for all, especially the seniors in our
community who are largely in a greater risk category for COVID-19 impact so
are more isolated. Additionally, for many seniors, the weekly Senior Club
meetings were a source of Town news and updates. Those meetings are still
on hold due to COVID-19 concerns so this same community has less access to
Town information and is a group who is more likely to not be online.
The Communications Committee working in partnership with the Senior
Advisory Board has re-established the local cable TV channel as a source for
Town news and information. The channel is already used by GL High School
to broadcast sporting events, concerts and more. That's all still there too!
Tune in throughout the day to watch recent Town Council meetings,
information about important Town news (like the fall leaf pick up schedule) and so much more. Coming soon will be a published
schedule of programming combining Town programming with GL High School programming.

Phone Updates

Any senior who would like to be added to the regular call for updates, particularly those who are not leaving their homes, can call
464-2700 x2116

Senior Property Tax Freeze - Filing
Extended to Year-end
Program reimburses eligible senior citizens and disabled
persons for property tax or principal residence. To qualify, you
must meet all the eligibility requirements for each year from the
base year through the application year (the current application
year is 2019). All property tax relief program information
provided here is based on current law and is subject to change.
This information is from the State of NJ Division of Taxation.
The deadline has been extended to December 31, 2020.
Questions? Please call our Berkeley Heights Tax Collector
Rachele SanFilippo at (908) 286-2222.

COVID Numbers
Residents can see the full COVID19 NJ dashboard tracking cases here. Total world cases can be found here.

Committee/Board Updates
Downtown Beautification Committee
All of the holiday basket downtown are sponsored for this year. Thank you to everyone who contributed to make our
downtown beautiful this holiday season!
Downtown Beautification Committee and Winter Walk Launch Additional Lighting in Downtown Berkeley
Heights
Downtown Berkeley Heights will have an even warmer,
more inviting feel starting in December and continuing
through mid-February. Adding to our downtown business
tradition of decorating with warm white lights, red ribbons
and greenery for a cohesive look under the “Bright Lights in
Berkeley Heights” program, downtown Springfield Avenue
will be lined with white lights between Snyder and
Plainfield Avenues. JCP&L, the Winter Walk Committee,
the Downtown Beautification Committee (DBC), Autumn
Lake, Paul Ippolito Memorial funeral home, and several
Berkeley Heights families are generously underwriting the costs of the lighting. Berkeley Heights’ Department of Public Works
will provide the labor to install and maintain the lights.

Environmental Commission
Warning: Spotted Lanternfly Now in Berkeley Heights
The spotted lanternfly has been sighted in Berkeley Heights near Governor Livingston High School. This highly invasive pest
feeds on many plants, including grapevines and ornamentals. Its presence in the Township has been reported to the State of New
Jersey. If you think you have seen SLF, do not panic! More information can be found here.
Berkeley Heights Earns 17 Trex® Benches from Thin-Film Plastics Collection: Collection Has Resumed Once
Again
It's back! Thin-film plastic can now be dropped off at The Wharton Institute of the Performing Arts and Taylor Rental. Learn
more at TapInto.
Since June 2018 when the Berkeley Heights Environmental Commission started the program of collecting thin film plastics in
Trex® bins around town, the Township has collectively amassed a total of 12,805 pounds of thin-film plastics. Thanks to the
community members who contributed their plastics to these bins, as well as to the volunteers, organizations, and businesses
around town who delivered these plastics from these bins to Trex® partner store locations, Berkeley Heights has now earned a
total of 17 Trex® benches.
Commuter Task Force Recommendations
The Commuter Parking & Access Task Force (CTF) is focused on researching
and exploring options to expand commuter parking, expand access to NJ
Transit and/or expand direct access to commuting to New York City. In that
effort, in January 2020 the CFT launched a Berkeley Heights Commuter
Survey to gather input from residents on the issues and concerns they face in
their commute. The survey had 468 individuals respond. The CFT is in the
process of reviewing all of the responses and summarizing the findings and proposing next steps. There were three main
concerns identified to be addressed immediately:

1. The parking spots are too narrow and make it nearly impossible for residents to enter or exit their vehicle without hitting
the vehicle next to them. We propose making the new spaces slightly wider to accommodate wider cars/SUVs that are
commonly used by residents.

2. There is insufficient lighting as you get further away from the train station building which is dangerous to pedestrians. We
propose adding additional lighting to the full parking lot.

3. There is no proper access to the train platform to and from the parking lot. There is no walkway, and there is a continuous
wooden railing from the train station building to the end of the parking lot which requires commuters to walk through the
parking lot, behind parked cars. We propose creating openings in the wooden railing all the way along the parking lot so
commuters have safer access.
As the plans for the train station parking lot are designed, the Task Force requested that the CFT be included in the review
process so that we can make sure that these resident concerns are addressed.
Mayor's Youth Advisory Council Scarecrow Contest

The Mayor’s Youth Council is running the first ever Scarecrow Contest in Berkeley Heights, through November 22.
Members of the community are encouraged to create a scarecrow for display at their homes.
The Mayor’s Youth Council is excited for the new project in town, and hope that submissions will bring the community together.
By organizing an activity that centers around the fall season, it is a perfect activity for families to take part in. Members of the
youth council hope to make the event a tradition and are excited to see the creativity of the town residents. Full details can be
found online here.

Community Updates
Berkeley Heights Volunteer Rescue Squad
With COVID-19 numbers on the rise, we wanted to take a minute to remind everyone that we are here for you. If you are
experiencing emergent and/or severe symptoms such as shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, confusion, persistent pain or
pressure in the chest, do not hesitate to call 9-1-1. For those with less severe non-life threatening symptoms (like a cough, low
grade fever or congestion) please call your primary care physician first, or an urgent care center near you. When we care
for/transport patients that do not require life-saving emergency medical services, it causes increased strain on local emergency
departments and takes an ambulance out of service that could be used for medical emergencies such as heart attacks, strokes,
allergic reactions, and traumatic falls. Please do your part to prevent the spread of COVID-19: Wear your mask. Wash your
hands. Practice social distancing. Get your flu shot. We appreciate you partnering with us to provide the best possible care for
our community and helping to protect ALL of our town's first responders!
Steps for the Squad
Do you want to help support the BHVRS as we head into the holiday season?
Visit http://bhvrs.org/1603/ for more details about our STEPS FOR THE
SQUAD fundraiser!
Donations go a long way, and this is a great way to connect and support your
rescue squad, which is driven by volunteers 365 days a year! Complete a
survey, download a link, get a t-shirt, and you'll be "off and running" in no
time!

Berkeley Heights Fire Department
Fire Department volunteers welcomed the Tower 1 to their fleet last week.
This new truck will replace a 25-year-old ladder truck. Read more at
TapInto.

BH Pledge

The Berkeley Heights Business and Civic in partnership with TAPinto Berkeley Heights has launched its latest strategy for
making customers feel safer as they venture out to Berkeley Heights businesses during the pandemic.
The Berkeley Heights Cares campaign provides business owners the opportunity to show they agree to stick with the latest health
guidelines. Those include daily temperature checks for workers and sending them home when they are sick, wearing face masks
on the job, stepped-up hand washing and sanitizing of commonly touched surfaces.The Berkeley Heights Cares pledge also means
that compliance with state and local safety guidelines have been met. Posters have been placed in storefront windows to prove the
business has taken the Berkeley Heights. Click here to learn more about Cares pledge.

Library Events
Crafts on the Go
Ages 2– 5

Pick up the craft bag every week - just ring the bell
Stories on the Lawn (Weather permitting)
Tuesdays, 10:30
Ages 2-5
Bring chairs or blankets to sit on
Masks and social distancing please
Stories on Facebook
New story every week
Ages 2-5
Telescope Night
November 17th, 6pm (raindate November 24th)
All Ages
View the planets, stars and moon through a giant telescope from Pearl Observatory
Masks and social dancing please
The Libraries of Union County Consortium
The LUCC is hosting a zoom event focusing on Race, Empowerment and Experience. The featured author on Tuesday, November
17th at 7:00 pm will be Derrick Barnes. Please register in advance at www.luccnjevents.org
Curbside Pickup continues
Have you subscribed to Wowbrary? Register to receive a weekly email of items purchased.
Do you start listening to holiday music the day after Thanksgiving? Go to freegalmusic and start streaming or building
your holiday playlist. You will even find a Thanksgiving playlist.
Take a look at BHPL’s new website and sign-up for newsletters

New Jersey American Water Granted New Rates
On October 28, 2020, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) approved an increase to New Jersey American Water’s base
water and wastewater rates of $39 million annually, effective November 1, 2020. The BPU also approved a credit that customers
will receive over the next 10 months totaling $32.5 million resulting from excess accumulated deferred income taxes associated
with the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. With the approved rates, the monthly bill for an average water customer using 5,400 gallons will
increase approximately $2.56, and the monthly bill for an average wastewater customer will increase approximately $2.52.
However, due to the approved credit, the average residential customer using 5,400 gallons of water per month will see little to no
change in their bills through August 31, 2021.

NJ State Updates
Voting
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds voters that the New Jersey online ballot tracking system will move all ballots to
“accepted” status on November 20, when she certifies the 2020 General Election results.

States on NJ Quarantine Advisory List
People traveling from any states other than CT, DE, NY, PA, VT — including residents returning home — are being asked to

voluntarily self-quarantine for 14 days and to seek a coronavirus test after arriving.
Nonessential travel from Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Delaware also is highly discouraged, although none of the states are on
the travel advisory list. They meet the criteria for New Jersey's travel advisory, but they were left off the list due to the
interconnected nature of the region. New York and Connecticut are also discouraging nonessential travel to and from the Garden
State, but they are not mandating that travelers quarantine. The list, which can be found here, or at covid19.nj.gov, is updated
weekly.

State COVID-19 Updates
More state updates can be found on the NJ.gov website. Additionally, Governor Murphy also provides updates on social media.
Below are links to his official accounts:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
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